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TO THE REVEREND, 
right Worſhipfull,and my worthy friend, 


M. Doctoutr Goop yy iN, Doctour in 
Diuinitie, and Deane of Chris. church in 


Ox — ORD) — 8 

., and foule, , 
Renerend and Right Worſhipfull, . 
e Auing within theſe few daies 
855 lighted ypon this booke, by 
2 the meanes of a familiar 
triend of mine , who lately 
had receiued it out of France, 
and conſidering the happy 
ſubiect and methodicall compolure thereof, 
I thought it would not be amiſſe (nay rather 
a very profitable worke tor the Church, at 
leaſt tor the bringing home ot ſuch, of whom 
there is yet good hope they may be reclai- 


med if I did ſet by ſome fe of theſe vacation 
A2 houres 


* 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
houres forthe tranſlating theteof, And IwW-as 
the rather induced thercunto, by teaſon of a 


\ 


eee charge, which not long ſince 


it pleaſed you to lay vpon me, to the perfor-. 
ming whereof this might (with aide | 
not. A litile auaile. The points perhaps that 
are handled in this Treatile, or atleaſt moſt of 
them, haue beene formerly and often diſcuſ- 
ſed to the full by others, but yet very ſeldome 
(would to God it happened more often) by 
way of recantation or reslaiming : and it in 
that manner, as of late we haue had an exam- 
ple thereof, and aur Preſſe is yet hot with it, 
(I would our affections were ſo alſo) yet moſt 
ſeldome by men of my Authors coat, by ſuch 
I meane who are ſo farre gone, and ſunke ſo 
deepe into the whirle-pools of their ſuperſti- 
. tions, that they haue with a neerer bond, and 
as it were an apprentiſhip for terme of life, 
bound themſelues neuer to depart, Iwill not 
lay, from their religion ( for that is common to 
them with others) but from their particular 
order and quinteſſence as it were ot religion; 
it being from thence that ſuch only (and no 
others, either of their Clergie or Laitie) are 
called vr , and by way of ominencie, re- 
b | ligious. 


— 
- 


In .. «(Raving | (1 | Lid 7 bi [ 
(leraft) may como from this my. ſmall ende- 
your, ot rather from | 1QWhs. la- 
bqurs & trauels (bis indeed being as the very 
waters of life the only rafting hereof is ſalvi- 
ficall, aud nine but the chanel tele 
them) it remaines now that recommend this 
my labour toour from whom [I 
firſt teceiued the occaſion ot taking it in hand, 
I will not now ſtand ypon Apologies (as the 
manner ot moſt is) ſor mxſelſe or the 
booke. The booke (Jam ſure) needs none; 
and for my ſelfe, I truſt, I haue met with a Pa- 
tron that wil reade me without any Apologie. 
It any ſhall thinke I haue beene too buſie 
herein, it being a ſubiect for the which I am 
ſcarce ripe ; let him know thus much, that 
What 1 haue done, may be the worke, nay 
ought of dutie ſo to be, I ſay not, of euery Di- 
uine, ( Quanquam ©, would to God euery ſuch 
would put to their helping hands) but of euery 
one that is onely brought vp in the bare 
ſchoole of Chriſtiamtie. Thus committing my 
ſelte and theſe my labours to your good ac- 
* pray to the Almighty God, that he 
will continue and confirme in his Church 


A3 thoſe 


The 3 
thoſe chat to are in already, 
with the ni nine of that good Shep- 
heard in the G — and that it oil pla 
him, with the fame Shepheard who brought 
home his one ſheepe, daily to bring home 
and adde vnto his trur Church, ſuch as cither 
by others ſeducing haue ſtraied from, or out 
ol forced ignorance neuer could finde the 
way to his fold; Amen. 


From in (vi- Church, Oxford 
yo 92 1616. : 


The 


The Ad Epil, : to my Ma 
ſters ot the Romiſh Church. 


7s, | hawed long while debated and 
with my ſelfe, whether 7 ſhould * 
vier the canſes and reaſons of my 1etreave 
eee 
a : and 01107 to ihe R one 
this Ang dome, —— . On theone 
ſtar, the ſonceritie of my intemtion in ſeemed 
holly to dinert, —— — _ 
bt, ſpake, 


and profitable for 770 —_ 
and ſalvation. And 2 my ſe 

that which I haue ſpoken , — yrs br thereof in 
my Profeſſion, made in the Church of thu Citie, the 24. of 
pork But on the- other fide, the duties and obligats 
1 lowe 18 the truth, ieyned with the moſt affect ianate 

ſults and opportunities, which almo m an infinite num- 

ber haue {ed towards me, and often reiterated, and the ca- 
lumpics and flaunders, wherewith many _ 
(though vniuſtly and wrong fully) doe charge me, ave force 
and conſſ raine me to ſet downe in this paper, produce to the, 
day and bring te light , that which almoſt 1 then ſaid of it ; 
the only excepted, that now I will enlarge my ſelfe « lade 


2. +, tothe end T 


ple — 
'M hope,nay I am certaine, and ure m elfe 
42 e —.— f 


then youthinke , and more obligation to fol- 
2 — * Iuue& done, then pes imagine. 
To this end I doe open al * at my heart, and foulds@ | 
of my ſa re the A —— and in your 
ſence, with a ſolemne Kon, that will ſoy | 


9 eee goodneſſe,to - 
ace to make you know 
— V 1 doe pray with ali 


2 eat aſfackiom as Jam — ſhe 
all my life htewdine thi —ů— 
— rener + company 


- Yourmoſthumble, inward, 
and affectionate, for your 
good and ſaluation, 


Dela Moithe Layne, 
From Saumur, this 27. of Ay, 1616. 
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ADECLARATION 
and manifeſtation of the chiefe cau- 


ſes aud motiues Which hane moned and induced 
M*.,MdeTzzxrxz LorddelaMorrTu: 


L yr, towicthdraw himſelfe from 
the Romiſh Church: 


Directed to thoſe of the (hurch 
. | ef Ro. 


- x He moſtcleare ache of men © 
x uen of the moſt famous and ally 


— * ens 


OY. — — 
raſh examination, ſearch, cenſure, 
r 


When you heard of, kneyv, and ſaw m arture, 
Godknowes what ſiniſter opinions Iran —— regard 


— 1 z ſome taking my deſigne to be 
inconſtancie, and — 
— 3 others thinkin 


girio haue proceeded from 
— — 
receiued from them, — lam departed; o- 
tbers from a deſire liberticand more licen- 
nous life zand en 4 but all in generall 


eſteeming 


ws - 


1 Per.z.v.15. 
Matth. 10 33. 


| 2) 
eſteeming it à manifeſt difloyaltie and notorious 
treacheroulneſſe to your ſocietie and comp: 

| could never haue thought (and y Met belec- 
ued) that the actions of aWorme of hy carth, of one 
ſo poore and wretched as I am, ſhould haue beenc 
gathered vp with ſuch athtong: but ſithence that by 
the manifeſt prouidenee of God they axe fallen into 
this debate, I am moſt willing and content to render 
and giue an account of them, as F. Peter commands 
me, or rather leſus Chriſt, who would diſclaime me be- 
fore his heauemiy Father, if 1 did net confeiſi him (in the 
truth) ingenu before'men. 

| — therefore and proteſt before the moſt hol 
Trinitie(to whom al things areknowne and manif 
which ſoundeth my v reines, vhich ſeeth and pier- 
ceth euen to the inmoſt and moſt ſecret part oy 
heart and thought of my ſoule) that this my hg 
hathnoother aime, and cends ow and ſimply to 
noother end, then to the gl l, and the 
aſſurance of myſaluation lane two things I doe 
not nor will euer pomp in tegard of n * 
ſhame, or confulion, or pouertie, or diſhonour, or 
martyrdome whatſocuer ; though armed with the 
moſt cruell and ſenſible prickings — erin 
mentsandtorments that at any time 
reaſonable creature. And iſ l — Ar" 
pray my God that hee will make an ven- 


— — ſie, and puniſh and ohaſten me 
e knoweth and can finde out that [ 
—— Sac ule and 


2 bey ſoule and f, 
of my heart. 1:21. 


© Z w: — — 


(3) 
». Lamnow, come to the 32. yeare of mine age, or 
chere abouts; and though it hath. beene with much 
paines, weatiſomneſſe, and trauell, partly in my ſtu- 
dies, and pony in my other publike or ptiuate buſi- 
neſſes, yet Idoe not thinłe (chankes to Gods bountie) 
that I euer did weate in my countenance and fore- 
head any marke / hatſoeuer, which might make mee 
bluſh for ſhame, ot hinder mee from going with my 
head lifted vp aloſt. I haue not loſt with that little ex- 
perience which I haue gotten in the world, the deſire 
of going on and ending my life in the ſame bed of ho- 
nour and ſtate of innocencie, for to proſtitute that ſo 
lightly, which I haue kept and maintained fo dearely 
and with ſo much cate. And how weake ſocuet I am 
in body and minde, yet the lightneſſe, inconſiderate- 
neſſe, and inconſtancie, which ſome cloſely obiect 
vnto me and reproach mee wWithall, hath not as yet 
(God be thanked) ſo farre poſſeſſed my braines, as 

that any one ſhould haue ſcene from thence to iſſue 

the effects offollic zand I hope that his goodneſſe will 
not derelinquiſh or leaue me to that wretched and la- 
mentable extremitie. As forthe matter and oce aſion 
of diſcontent, which ſome others produce and lay 
abroad 51 ſhould be to blame, and ſhould. lie, if [ 
ſhould complaine thereof; it being true (and I mu ſt 
needs auouch and confeſſe it ingenuouſly)that I haue 
beene but too much beloued, cheriſhed, and honou- 
red in that tate herein I was, andi as much or more 
aduauced then I could haue deſired, wiſhed, or chal- 
lenged, bauing be ene put to the ſiudie of Philplophic 

Diuinitie euen ſooner then their cuſtomes, ſta- 
tures andordinances could well allow of and permit, 

„Bis B 2 hauing 


4 


| 
—— 

hauing alſo beene made Prieſt Vat the time 
— boy and — — admitted and 
preferred to the office ofpreaching, which I haue be- 
gun to exerciſe from my 25. yeare, and alwayes ſince 
continued at Burges, Bloys,in this City, Tours, Angiers, 
Chaſteaugontier, Laval, Meyenne,le Mans, Alenſon, Ahe- 
lan, and other ſuch like wel knowne townes of France, 
with all kinde of contentment and fatisfaion(thanks 
be to God) bei all, and vnderſtood by 
enery one. As for the libertie and a more licentious 
life, which others laſt of all doe obiect vnto me, God 
knowes and is my recotd( and experience alſo can wit- 
neſſe it; and giue an aſſured proote thereof) that I haue 
had nothing leſſe in my minde and thought then 
that, but rather on the it was the deſite of a 
more retired, ſolitary, peac and quiet lite, and 
for to pur an end to thoſe poaſtings and vagaries, 
which are ordinary and eſſentiall to men ofthat eſtate 
and coudition, who like. Dadalus his images ate in a 
5 * motion, and agitation, But if that 
beene the cauſe, I neede not to haue come out 
from thence where I was, ſuch occaſions and oppor- 
tunities offering andpreſentimgthemſcluesdaily vnto 
me (as well as toothers, ytaa thouſand times more) 


if I' would haue taken and accepted them as well as 


they. But God by his infinite goodneſſe and mercy 
hath kept and preſerued mee euen againſt theſe en- 
countets, wherem the ſtrongeſt and perfecteſt in ſhew 
haue ſhamefully yeelded and ſoulely fallen. 

| Iwould not therefore ſo play with my ſelſe, and 
and out of an humour (as it were) change my Religi- 
on, if that ] had not ſome ſound eauſe and ground for 


it, 


— — — TK ²˙ - —ͤ Ex—ů 
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(3) 

it, it being otherwiſe very eaſie for me (it hhad willed) 
— my wonted manner of life, and ro keepe my 
elfe (fo doing) from ſo many blowes of the tongue, 
from wry lookes, from pricking ſuſpicions , which | 
haue (in truth) to the quicke felt, and doe yet ſeele in 

earneſt. But there is no remedy : I muſt teſolue 
with my ſelfe to ſwallow downe by litcle and little 
this cup of bitterneſſe for the love of our Sauiour, 
who (ſaith S̃. Pan) when he could, and it was free vn- Heb. ia. 
to him, to ſtay aboue in heauen in the ſame glory, fe- 
licitie, and happineſſe with his Father, waited on and 
adored by the higheſt Spirits and Angelicall powers, 
not only abaſed and emptied him ſelfe, bumbling him- 
ſelfe ſo farre, as rocloath himſelſe with the weakne ſſe 
and infirmitie of our nature, and to take vpon him the 
forme of a ſeruant and ſlaue, yea enen was teſolued 
willingly to ſuffer and endure the infamous and pain- 
full death and puniſhment of the Croſſe, and indeede 
enduredit, without hauing any regard, or caring at 
all for the ſhame, ignominie, confuſion, and reproach 
which was to enſue thereupon; it being h to 
him that it was for out ſakes, to deliuer and entran- 
chile vs from the power of the deuill, ſinne, and bell, 
and to bting vs againe into fauour with his eternal 
Father, and into the poſſeſſion of the kingdome of 
heauen, loſt. by the ſinne and offence of onr parents. 
Adde hereunto that which himſelſe ſaith, 7h. Diſciple Macth.s 10 
in not aboue hir maſter, nor the (ernant aboue his Lord If, 
they haue called the maſter of the houſe Beeliebub, how 10.24.25. 
much more them of the houſbold ? If thry baue perfecutrd 
me, how much more will they per ſec use you alſo ? He that Verſ. 37. 38.39 
loneth father or mother more then me; is not worthy of me. 
| B 3. ' bs. 


(6) 


He chat taketh not bis Craſſe and follomeiſ me, in not wor. 
thy of me. He that laueth bus ſoule, ſhall loſe it ʒ and he that 
hateth it in this life far my fak: keeper inthe life euer · 


laſting. And it it were ſo (as thatkes he to God it is 
not) that Iſhould ignorant of what 
I owe to my conſcience in this I wouldthen 
ſtriue to couer againe and hide my ſtraying with ex- 
cules and repengances, which I am ſure would not be 
denied me, but rather would be receined willingly; 
and with all Kinde of ioy, contentment, and checre- 
fulneſſe, with open both armes and hearts, as ithath 
beene lufficiently teſtified ynto mee by choſe inſtant 
ſearches, affectionate purſuits, and truly charitable 
offers, and I cannot but acknowledge and confeſſe it 
ingenuoully, at the leaſt if their intent were anſwera- 
2 which thoſe of that ſtate and con- 
—— vied wer _ reiterated vnto me, both 
t ues, and by third perſons int Yo 

kn dae I then? And by your — pr 

you (you which take the paines — 
reade theſe draughts of my penne, or rather of my 
ſoule) to thinke on mee with as much attention; as 1 
my ſelte haue thought of it, and to weigh my reaſons 
with the iuſt balance of reaſon it ſelſe, and then lam 
certaine and aſſured that you will iudge and finde me 
as farte ſtom haſtineſſe, precipitation, inconſtancie, 
— , and other ſuch like 
things, which-many amongſt you, yea it may beyour 
lelues doe obieR vnto me and — withel 
as Lam nc eta to the ttu nn... 
My change and my depattute doe ſeeme ſtrange to 
you, I deſue it. I can doenothing in it, much leſſe hin- 


det 


(7) 
der and ſtop the readineſſe of your mindes. Bur if ir 
pleaſe yuu to ſtay a while with mee, 1 ſhall it may be 
make this change more familiar vnto you. Bor it ſitit 
of all it ve ſtrange vnto you, bec auſe that euery alre- 
ration and change of religion is ſimply ſo of ic ſelfe, 
and that we oughirto end in that vyherein we haue be- 
gun z what then I pray will become of choſe 
the Iewes, Turkes, — of Jap, of Mar ai, a 
other barbarbusend: —— natiems, which haue 
changed and daily doe change their one religion, 
and that of their in the which rhey had betne 
nuttured and brought vp for to make themſelues 
Chriſtians, to 9 the la and faith of 
our Sauiour, and to profefſe his religion? Ifit be, be. 
cauſe that more particulaiy and it is ill done 
1 ny, you — 
therein, i 22 — wee rs — enlighten or 
eaſe me in But I trinke that you and they 
would be troubled at much to doe that / as to proue, 
fhew; and make it plaine vnro me; that yours is more 
wor th and trù er then thut which I have embraced, 
the which not wichſtanding would be wholly and al- 


1 requiſite and neceſſaryto tharproofe. 
wheace then (you wih y unto me) tommeth 
— — tal} and ſingu- 
targraceofGod, and from the particular knowledge 
which it hath pleaſed his goodneſſe to giue me for to 
> ance ne diſorders, abuſes; and errour of your 

h, as well in mutter of faith and doctrine, as of 
manners. It is very lang fince 1 — do now and 


rake notice of them finding'it' ange, ridicu- 
N vithout reaſoh, nay ag ainſt — Bach di- 


uine 


& cmmuns 


cbaſenſu. 


2. lr emig and conctiue, 1. How the holy Scriptures (and the 


comune; vHd-vore 


a? 
a — — —„—] 
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uine and humane, and not being able to end 


Spirit of God {peaking in chem) were not the certaine 
and infallible rule of faith, but rather men which are 
blinde, ignorant, and faultie of their owne nature: 


2. were obſcure, doubtfull, vnperfect, alto- 
— — — 
without traditions they were not ſo neceſſary, and 


that the traditions of themſelues purely and ſimply 
(without the ſaid Scriptures) were abſolutely necel- 
ſary : 4. How the of bread and wine were 


changed and conuetted into the ſubſtance ofthe bo- 
dy and bloud of leſus Chriſt: 3. How the humanitie 
of our Sauiour in the ſame Sacrament was ſubſtanti- 
ally almoſt euery where, ox at leaſt was really 
in. infinite, diſtinct, and ſeuered places in one 
and the ſame inſtant: 6. How the Maſſe was a true, 

, reall, and ſubſtantiall ſacrifice, in the which 
Fe body of Chriſtin bis owneeflence, ſubſtance, and 
nature was ag aine offered, immo- 
lated and ſacrificed by the hands of the Prieſt to the 


euetlaſting Father, for the expiation of our faults, 


ſinnes and offences: 95. How there was 


this life were detained for the facisfation, of: their 
* : 8. —— — rw 


ſes and PapallIridulgences : 9. there was in the 
Church treaſure compoſed of the ſuperfluous me- 


applied to the ſiuing and to the deadfor a — 
an 


21 3 ——— — 


(9) 
— — offences: 10. And 
that this application belohged and was proper to the 
Pope alone, who might Gilpoſe ix ys ſhould 
ſeeme good vnto him, and deliver by the mranes 
thereot the ſoules detained in this pretended” Purga- 
torie at his will and ple aſure: 11. How Jeſu Chriſt was 
not alone the only ſufficient Mediator, Interceſſor, and 
Aduocate ſot vs to his euerlaſting Father: and that for 
this purpoſe we ought to reſort and haue our reſuge 
to the Saints and bleſſed ones: and that a thoutand 
other ſuch like things which you beleeue, and your 
Doctots teach and preach, ought to be held for Arti- 
cles of faith, there not being any trace or ground of 
them in the ſacred Scripture, the true rule of that 
which ought to be beleeued and done. Not being able 
(I ſay) to perſwade my ſelſe that that was the true 
Church, in the which the true faith and the doctrine 
of the Goſpell was held and taught, her ein the man- 
ners, lite and act ions were ſo contrary and oppoſite 
vnto them, and the corruption ſo great and vniuer- 
ſally diffuſed and extended throughout. But thoſe 
were but ſimall, light, and vaine Ideaes, which went no 
farther by reaſon of the negligence (as I beleeue) in 
the which the watchings wbich I beſtowed on m 
ſtudics and other buſineſſes kept me aſleepe: 541 
by reaſon of che age whereot I was, which for that 
time did not give me more lively conceits thereof for 
want of fome body that might haue heartenedthem. 
onfarther, as indeed | was bred in the midſt of them 
who beleeued and did the quite contrary. Thus did 
my ſimplicitie hatch my ignorance, wherein-I lived 
hue or ſix whole yeers ſince this firſt glimpſe of light, 
C which 


(10) 
which did æindle in my ſoule and heart this deſire and 
affection of the truth, and to returne to thus firſt ſpring 
and original of the faith and manners of the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples ofthe Sonne of God out Sauiour, yea 
of that very Sauiour, ſrom whom by proceſle of time 
euen your Church hath ſwarued. At the end of which 


yeeres finally it hath pleaſed that ſupreme goodneſſe 


and maieſtie (which doth impart and communicace 
his graces and fauours to whom be thiakes good, yea 
ofrentimesto leaſt worthy and capable ſubiects, and 


makes the ſplendor of his everlaſting light to caſt his 
beamesonthoſe ſoules that arc into 
the obſcuritic of darłneſſe) to poure out on mine the 


amplitude and greaineſſe of his heauenly and divine 
benedictions, and to make mee to ſee abundantly, 
purely and tothe full, in their owne aſſence and natu- 
2 day, ay the truth and falſhood, and to hagden, 
rengthen and encourage my minde ſot to embrace 
valorouſly the one, and to reiect the other, againſt all 
the obiects and E of humane reaſon, 
the attractiue and allucing perſwa ions of nature, the 
impetuous aſſaults of fleſh and bloud, and the ſtrong 
ſuggeſtions and temptations ofthe deuill, and the fu- 
rious and bloudy combats of hell. V hercupon I am 
and ſhall a wayes be obliged vnto him, ouer and 
aboue all the obligations which I owe vnto him al- 
— moan Good — and I — 
iſe, & wil pr aiſe him to al eternitie, e 

Angels of heauen and iuſt men of tk T4 
(whereas the enuious, hateſull, and ill willers haus 
their forgheads wrinkled). will be glad ſat me and re- 
ioyce at my departure and conuer (ion. * my 
ange 


2 . 


OD SC We . 


ethen hath no other ſcope, and aimeth purely 
and (as Ihaue already ſaid) at nothi the 
glory ofmy God, and the aſſurance of my i 
which L have truly found out, and ſweare and proteſt 
that Icouſd not haue attained vnto and wrought out 
in that ſtate wherein I was :vinderſtand, I pray you, 
and hearken to the reaſons thereof. The two 
and foundations of all Chriſtian religion, and conſe- 
quently of euerlaſting ſaluation, are faith and chari- 
tie, without which neither one nor the other can re- 
maine and continue ſtanding - faith (I ay) in Chriſt, rauh. 
He that beleenes in me (ſaith he) ſhall not come tntoindge- + 
* ; but he that beleeneth not, i alrcady condemned. 

t 
ho 


any faith whatſocner, but ſuch as God and the 

Scripture doe demand and require of vs, not lan- 
guiſhing, dead, grounded on humane inventions and 
traditions, but purely and — — word, ani- 
mated andquickn the ſpitit o accompa- 
nied with good . — fined, diem. Churitie, 
bled, inſhew only, but as the Apoſtle ſaith, procee- 
ding from a pure and cleane heatt, from a good con- 
ſcience, from an vnfained faith, and a loyaltie not 
counterfered. 

The ſame ꝙ Paul ſpeaking of the firſt inthe 1. Epiſt. 
to the Corinthians,chap.3.ſaith it clearely and in very verc is. rl ü. 
expreſſe termes: ©Accordimg to thegrace of God which 
inen vnto me, as 4 wiſe maſter-buildey, I hane (ſaith 
he) laid the foundation , and another buildeth thereow. 
But let every man take heede how he baildeth thereupon : 
for other foundation can no man lay then that is laid, mbich 
i leſus Chriſt. Now if any man build vpon thu foundation 
told, filuer, &c. Where you _ cleerely how _ 
2 t 


Muth. 22. 


(12) 
the metaphore and compariſon of amateriall edifice 
and building (vbich that it may be firme, ound, and 
laſting, hath neceſſatily neede of a good ſtrong foun- 
dation of firme and hard ſtones, laid very fatte and 
deepe in the ground). hedeclareth, ſignifieth, and gi- 
ueth cleerely to vnderſtand, that the true faith and be- 
leeſè in leſus Chriſt our Sauiour (ſuch as he teacheth 
and theweth vs in hiswritings) is the true, (ure, and 
onely foundation, and the ſolid and ſetled ground- 
worke of all Chriſtian religion, and conſequently by a 
neceſſary ſequele, of everlaſting ſaluation, according 
to my propoſition, which for this farſt point remaines 
enough by this place and ſufficiently proued. As alſo 
no man doth deny it and call it in queſtion, but all ge- 
nerally doe admit and receiue it for a certaine and aſ- 


ſured ground, 


Let vs come to the proofe of the ſecond point 
thereof, to wit, of Charitie: I had need of more time 
then the ſhortneſle of this diſcourſe can affoord mee, 
fortorelate all the places of holy Scripture making 
for this purpoſe. That namely is manifeſt and cleare 
by the very words of our Sauiour, when as being aſ- 
ked of that Doctour of the Law, or Scribe and Phari- 
fie, which was the fitſt, the greateſt and chiefe com- 
mandement thereof, and hauing made anſwer that it 
vas to loue God with all his heart, with all his ſoule, 
&c. and his neighbour as himſelſe. he addeth, that in 
theſe two points were compriſed and contained, clo- 
ſed and ſhut vp the whole Law and the Prophets, and 
conſequently by a neceſſary ſequele and infallible 
concluſion, all gion grounded and ſaluation eſta- 
bliſhed, as on two ſolid and firme foundations, with- 


out 


(13) 
out the which neither one nor the other (as Ihaue al- 
ready ſaid) can remaine and continue ſtanding. 
Now let vs ſee wherherthoſe two grounds and ba- 
ſes of laluation be ot can be found in your Church, 
aud in the (tate and condition from whence I am de- 
parted, to the end that from thence you may know 
and judge, whether I haue had juſt cauſe and la full 
occaſion to doe this or no; and that the tongues that 
make themſelues malicious and ſlanderous, may ceaſe . 
from cheir calumnious aſſaults and purſuits. And to 
begin with the faith and belcefe in Iefus Chriſt: wee Howthe pa- 
haue amongſt many others three things to be confi- fen 
dered in him; 1, his perſon, 2. his charge and offices, — 
the ſingular graces, fauours and benefits which hee 
hah conferred on vs, and wee haue teceiued from 

m. 

As for his perſon, it is a matter of alike faith and » About 
beleefe, equally grounded in the holy Scripture, and — 
acknowledged, approued, and confeſſed by all, that 
he is very God and very man; God, begotten from all 
eternitie, ofthe proper ſubſtance, eſſence, and nature 
of his eternall Father, yea the very ſame perfectly 
and in all points, equally God as he is: Man, concei- 
ued, in time produced, and begotten within the chaſte 
entrailes of the proper ſubſtance of the Virgin Afary, 
by the working of the holy Ghoſt, of the ſeede of 
Abraham and Dauid according to the fleth, truly man 
as we ate, ſubiect to the ſame and altogether alike in- 
firmities, except ſinne and ignorance. Now although 
your Dofours directly and openly doe not beate 
downe and deſtroy theſe two things in the Sonne of 
God our Sauiour; yet ſo it is notwithſtanding, chat by 
F | 7. al manner 


(14) 
manner of e and neceſſary ſequele, 
take from him, rob him of and carry away at ale 
his humanitie, when as they ſay (and it is their com- 
mon doctrine and vniuerſall beleeſe) that in the Sa- 
crament ofthe Euchariſt, by the meanes which they 
call (and they haue forged and inuented it for them- 
ſelues but of late times) oftranſubſtantiation, he ſub- 
ſtance of bread and wine is conuerted and changed 
(they are the proper words of the Councell of Trent 
in the firſt and ſecond Canon of the fourth chapter, 
and of all your Doctours in dependance thereof) into 
the body and bloud of Teſus Chriſt; which is properly 
and to ſpeake truly, to overthrow topſie curyic and de- 
ſtroy the truth of the incarnation and humauitie of 
our Saujour, and to giue him a body not taken and 
drawne from the ſubſlance of the Virgin, made and 
begotten by the ſeede of Abraham and David accor- 
ding to the fleſh, following the promiſe which had 
beene made them thereof by that ſupreme maieſtie 
long time before ; but from the ſubſtance of rhe 
bread, and by a neceſſaty conſequence and infallible 
concluſion, no Jonger any true body or a naturall 
man, but a morſell of paſte, a peece ofthe ouen: hor- 
rible and accurſed blaſphemie ! but yer farre more 
when as they affirme, auouch, and wilfully maintaine, 
that the ſame humanitie of Chriſt (in the ſame Sacta- 
ment) is ſubſtantially preſent almoſt eucry where : or 
at leaſt is really and corporally in almoſt infinite di- 
ſtinct and ſeuered places in one and the ſame inſtant. 
So Befiarmine in his controuerſies of the Euchariſt, 
and after him all the others in a row ; which is pro- 
perly ro make the body of Chriſt no longer a true bo- 


dy, 


Sn lc. — 


1 


to ſpeake plainly, an immenſe and infinite 
| rv Ee truth of his humane na · 
ture, and to the teſtimonie of all the holy Scriptures 


and reaſon it ſelſe. For what body would that be, 
which wanteth his naturall greatneſſe and ſtature, 
which can neither be felt, handled, not ſcene, &c. 
which occupicth and filleth almoſt infinite places di- 
ſtant and farre aſunder in one and the ſame inſtant, 
as we haue already ſaid } Thus doe you ſee that your 
Church doth eand.deſtroy his holy and ſacred 
perſon, and the humanitie ofour Sauiour, and turneth 
topſie turuie (as much as in her lieth) this ground of 
our ſaluation, whereas in lieu of the true body of 
Chrift, ſhee offererh, preſenteth, and giueth you an 
idle vilion, and a very apparition. But this is enough 
on this matter. 

Let vs now come to his char 
are many and in great number, 
ding all be teduced to theſe three principall, of Pro- 
pher, of King, of high Prieſt : A Proph 
another Moſes, yea better then he and more perfetly.?*** 
many thouſand times, and without compare, nay 
then all the other Prophets, hath both by himſelte 
and by his Apoſtles and Diſciples foretold, denounced 
and declared the will of his eternall Father, the lawes, 
* ordinances, which he required and wil- 

ed vs to obſerue. So had the fore ſaid àhſes a lon 
time before foretold, when as being neere to his end, 
and vpon the finiſhing of his dayes, turning himſelfe 
to the ehildten. and people of ſraci, and comforting 
them in the behalfe of his departure, he did warrant 


them and promiſed that God wol raiſe vp unte them a Deut 18 f. 


Prophet 


es and offices: They . Abona ba- 
Tur may notwithſtan- ces. 


et, who like As he is 1 Pro- 


Scriↄtutes in- 
ſufhcient ac- 

+ cordingto the 
Papilts, 


Belarm diſputes 
tone ſew contro- 


Prophets, hath ſpoken to vn in our daes by his welbelowed 


* 
= = 
- 


Somme; &c. And a thouſand other the like teſtimonie: 


of Scriptute, which I omit of not to wearie 
you. Now thoſe of your Church denie vnto him 


this honourable charge and office, when as they ſa 
hold and maintaine, that the holy — 6b. 
ſcure, ambiguous; vnpetfect, inſufficient to ſaluation: 


cle dev. That there is nothing in it heavenly and divine which 


De: ſcripts c 
nen ſcripto, tet a 
4 librw, tom. 1. 


& frecipue li 3. 


cb. 1. cf. 2. 
cap. 4. lib. 4. ca 3. 
7 13. 


can binde vs to beleeue that which ĩs contained there- 
in: That that which the Apoſtles and Prophets haue 
giuen vs and left in writing, they did it not as being 
driuen thereunto by any particular and ſpeciall eom- 
mandement, or inſpiration from God, but by contin- 
gent occaſious and accidentall cauſes: That its 

ptineipall and laſt end is not to be and to ſtand for a 


rule of faith; but only for a certaine vſefull and profi- 


— 
Apocal vlt. 
Ad Galat. 1. 


rable recommendation ro the keeping and obletuing 
of the doctrine proceeding from the preaching of the 
Goſpell, & c. And that not conteuting themſelues 
wich this heauenly doctrine, by the meanes whereof 
the Sonne of God our Sauiour hath giuen and left vn- 
to vs both by his — voice, and bythe Apoſtles and 
7 as it were by his one hands, allthatis re- 
quifite and needfull to ſaluation, and to the perfection 
which hee willeth, requireth and demandeth of vs, 
they addeto this heaucnly and divine written word 
(contrary tothe expreſſe prohibition which is given 


of it in many places therein, where an Anathema is 


Ng | pronounced, 


OG — — 
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y 0. — 
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5. 


To the 


haue vs to giue the like credit and beleefe, and carry © 
— ame and a er equall deuo- 
tion mich the word of God, et, ſeeing 
they bold and teach, as1haue id heretofore, that of 
— — oa >a 
can 10 
— and — — 
Sctipture, 
ought to be are ſo. Which while they 
ee eee ur come and mpudem) re- 
fuſe to admit, receiue and acknowledge the Sonne of 


God leſus Chriſt our Sauiour (in uam, as the Apo- Colos. 


ſtle ſaich, are lud wp all the trea(wres af the diuine know- 
— — of the Father ) fot their reve Propliet 
Law-giuer?or at the leaſt rochinke him vntit, in- 
ſufficient, who neither knew, nor could (but what lay 
I nay malicious, vho would not) declare and giue vs 
to vnderſtand the will of his Father, and his purpoſe 
concerning the ſeruice and obecence which hee 


would haue, and which we ought to render him; yea 


moſt vniuſt, to tie and binde vs (and that on panne of 
eternall death and deſtruction) to obſerue a law 
which he had not made kno ne vnto vs.: Which are 
three blaſphemies none of them leſſe damnable then 
the — the which * (before you 


perceiue 


— vncertaine, cu, - 
— among themfelues) they will % . 


(38) 

perceiue orthinke of it) your Doctours and Prelates 
doe make you lamentably ron into, by this falſe, per- 
uerſe, and wicked docttine which they ſer before you 
to beleeue, two- fold worſe then you, yea three · fold, 
and an hundred. fold, ho therefore alſo ſh all be pu- 

niſhed for it a thouſand times more grtieuouſſ. 
As hee sa A King and Paſtor ordained of God, andeftabliſh. 
Kirg. . ad ouer his Church, for to feede, order; guide andigo+ 
uerne it by his diuine ſpirit, as a foucraigne Monarke; 
head and Paſtor thereof; and to keepe, maintaine, 
conſerue and defend it againſt all his enemies viſible 

and inviſible, by his almighty arme and his 

and forcible hand, and to make her finally ariſe 
come to the hauen of euerlaſling ſaluation, of felicitie 
Pal. i. and bliſſe. I huue beene (ſaith he himſelfe through the 
mouth of his anceſtot and er Dawid ) angin- 
ted and conſecrated Ain by hum, to wit, his eternal 
Father, wpon his haly hill of Sion. In Eſay 16. Jerem. 23. 
in F. Lake 1. He fhall raigue (ſaith the Archangell to the 
Virgin) over the houſe of Jacob for ener, ami af ba fing - 
dome there ſhall be none end. Andhehimſelte laſt of all 
in S. Matthew 28. ſpeaking to his Diſciples after his 
glorious and triumphant reſutrection, did aſcertaine 
and aſſure them; that all power was given him both in 
heeuen and in earth. And in a thouſand more places 
and —* of the Scripture he is called, and himſelſe 
alſo ſtiles himſelfe by the title of Paſfour. Now thoſe 
The Pope of your Church doe depriue and difrobe him of theſe 
ecad 0! he » honourable charges and glorious offices, for to make 
ding to Papiits. them ouer to à mortall, fraile and periſhable man, 
whom they admit and receiue into his place, acknow- 

ledging him for their ſoueraigne dhyefe Paſtour and 

| SOouernour, 


—ͤ—ͤ᷑hB 4 ——_—_ 
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ee hs i. ee tte 


(19) 
Gouernour, as if this K ing ofinfi and 
jeſtie, a icfourſoules glory and ms: 


— — . — o ou ouerne 
attributing and tr A horrible and 
——— b—¾— 


itions, Which befit and pertaine to the Sauiour 
only, as he is the Bri vniuerſall Head and 
P — the Church, & c. which is nothing elſe, to 


ly and truly but to plucke and driue 
away — from his kingh 


ſeat and throne, and to 
ſet therein another, to rake from his head the crowne 
and Miter,andour of bis hands the Scepter,for to giue 
them to the Pope. For if he be head of the Church, 
Chriſt ſhall be ſo no longer, elſe ſhee would be defor- 
med, monſtrous, and two-headed. If all power hath 
beene given into him in heauen and in earth, as hee 
impudently boaſteth, then truly it will Altogether be 
taken away from Chriſt : for as Alexander ſaid very 
well to Darius (as learned Platarch repotteth and wit- 
neſſeth) cuen as che heaven nlghtned bu _— 
Sunne, from whom all the oth 
receiue and keepe alike (by meere and (i — 
dance and communication) their light and ſplendour, 
and there cannot be two of them: in like — a 
kingdome there can be but one K ing, and there can- 
not be ſuffered to be two; otherwiſe the Royaltie 
would be imperfect, and the Empire ſubiect toperpe- 
— — and continuall warres, and would 
inne to fall to decay and uttet ruine. To 
— ſhott, i A the Pope be the generall,only,and vniuer- 
allPaſtour and Billop of the Church, to whom the 
Sonne of God hath giuen and committed all his au- 


D 2 thoritie, 


Match. 15. 
Luk. 6. 


ſhall ſtumble on their faces to the groumd, and finally all 


(20) 
choririe, careand diligence, in ruling, gouerning or- 
dering, eſtabliſhing of lawesy aud 
— ET 
—— all obedience and ſubmiſſiom as 
ſelfe ; what then hath he more to buſie himſelſe with 


al ere belowinhisChurcb? Teulyher hatb italy 


lelte ot his paſtotall office and charge, hee — 
longer any thing elſe in their reckoning but a meere 
cypher and o in — — vw, 
not only to ſay, but euen to thinłe v the 
withſtanding thefe wretches make you — 
and vtter, though you —— — 
regard of it. — ſtate 
would the Church — wa wt ſot her chiefe 
Paſtours and vniuerſall Gouernouꝛs men that of their 
nature are weake, feeble, wretched and blinde, who 
ſcarce are fit to rule, guide and gouerne themſeſues, 
their workes and actions ꝰ From thence it in that ure 
— and haue had their ſource, ſo many diſorders, 
ies, and in your Church; — is 
— Bur it is no wonder : for as 
ſus Chriſt our Sauiour faith v —— 
wndertahe to guide and dinact other blonde new in ibi 
way, what can andlooked for, but that they 


of them haue a deadly 
no others beſides that ſouetaigne K ing and glorious 
Monarke, the eternall, almighty, and Gourr- 
nour and of our foutes, who can only rule 
the whole body ofthe Church, haue an eye overall, 
giue order for allthings, as being wholly wiſe, Cotes , 
te 


No no, there are 


0 —. — — 


_ 
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fo be head to bis Church. 
after the order of Mel. 
by the eternall 


co this ) and will 

um, Thos arc u for exer after the order of 
gedeck. (The Apoſtle S. Pai confirmes and te- 
peats this many and diverſe times in the Epiſtle to the 
Hurt ro, 5. v. 8.9. 100 For — vp to hi —— 
according d duty ofthe high Prieſt, his 
bi credand — 
vpon the altar of che Croſſe, as a plealing ſweet ſmel- 
ing and acceptable ſacrifice to his diuine Maieſty, 
| ed againſt vs for our ctimes/and offen- 
ces, for to aſſwage and appeaſe him ro-reconcile vs 
with hirn, to deliuer and fer vs free from the power of 
the Diuell, and from the writ , whereby wer were 
bound ouer to everlaſting paines & totments of hell, 
and to bring vs againe glorionſly to the happy fruiti- 
on of the kingdome of heauen: In the / 65. Eſa. 33. 
in the firſt of S. Peter, 23. to the R. 3. Heb. 10. and 
a thouſand tholike. Hence it is that he is called and 
ſtiled by the fame Apoſtle, our Saluation, Redemp- 
tion, Sanctification, &c. For to offer vnto him, ay, 


D 3 accor- 


all rhimgs vader bis feet, faith Saint Paal. Ebel. 


{(aith Pſal. 116. 


(22) 


according to.the forenamed 3 — of the 


Prieſts, ers 
— — Ry (9 — 


deadaf an Aduocate towards his diuine Maieſty, xx. 
30. Zachar, 1. Aen. 3 W +8. Ee. a. Hebr. 7.8. g. 18. 
Joh. 4. This he doth V 

| fully, —— to doe vnto the end and 
Chase Conſummation of the world. Nom your Church 

$ piſton 

and ſatuſadiõ, doth take from him, and carries away the one and 
raluiicient the other of his charges and offices,atter many waics 
GR and manners, but eſpecially in two. 


Firſt, when —— Sacra: 
mẽc, & doth fondly i that ſhe offers vp again e · 
uery day at he iaoaſe of Ieſus Chriſt for the 


ſumes and ſaluation of the liuing & dead: by meancy 
wherof the anger and wrath ofthe eternal father is aſ- 
ſwaged and appeaſed, and men find and obtaine mer- 
cy ʒlo chat with you the Maſſe is a propitiatory, and 
impetratorie ſacrifice. Whence it followes plainely, 
that that firſt oblation and ſacriſice of out Sauiour, 
made on the tree of the Croſſe, bythe effuſion of his 
precious aud diuine bloud, — not ſufficient, but 
wholly impetfect ? as the Apoſile to the Hebrewes, 3. 
ro. argueth and gathereth very well fromthe ancient 
ſacriſices of the old Law, the which becauſe they had 
not the force and efficacy fully to wipe away ſinnes, 
were therefore reiterated many and ſundry times, but 
the ſactifice ofthe Sonne of Gog hauing had that ver- 
tue, power, and efficacy: hence it is that it ought in no 
waies to berciterated and offered vp againe, hauing 
beene more then able and ſufficient, euen the firſt time 
to Hot out and to quit the ſinnes of the whole world, 
yea 


LETS. ns — * 
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(23) 
. — 2 thouſandꝭ worlds, if ſo many there had beene. 


notwithſtanding your Church denics by thoſe The He 
2 ey Ar ſhe calls them) ob- of che Mate. 


ſacriſices, which ſhe repeateth , 
ſhewing enough thereby thar thee doth — 
the ſirſt to haue beene ſufficient, e this 
manner the authority, credit, and diguity of this on 
High- Prieſt, according to the order of Melchizedeck. 
Read Ibeſeech you, and take paines to conſider heed- 
fully, they: 9: & io. ofthe Epiſtle to the Hebrewes,and 
ou ſhall ſee more cleerely, how your faith and be- 
iefe in this matter and doctrine of your Church, is 
farre different and 9 that of the Apoſtle 
—— and of the firſt beleeuets of the primitiue 


Secondly , (hee taketh from him the office and -diarion and 


interee ſſion ot 


charge of mediarour, & c. when as to his diſparage- ga n lor vs 


ment ſhe ſets, and ints almoſt an infinite number 
berweene God and men, the Virgin, Saint Peter, &c. 
the which ſhe commandsto be called vpon, and tea- 
ches that reciprocally they vnderſtand our prayers, 
and małe interceſſion for vs to his diuine Maieſty, &c. 
Now if this were true, it would follow thence by a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence that Ieſus Chriſt our Sauiour, 
were not alone the only and ſufficient Mediatour, In- 
rerceſſour, and A duocate for men towards his Father, 
which not only is moſt falſe, but altogether blaſphe- 

mous, directlie againſt the Scriptutes, in the fore-al- 

leaged places to the Hebrewes, y. and 10. and a thou- 

ſand other the like, all which I omit of purpoſe (as alſo 

a more ample proofe of chis truth ) becauſe the time 
vrges me, and the ſhortneſſe of this diſgourſe forces 


and 


which hehath purchaſed vs by his death and paſhon, 
and merited by the effuſion 


kif:fication. 


| — — — — 


(24) 


mee tu in ſilence, and to come to 
—— Irs is to bee canſide- 


Geher 


not to bes equalled benefits, and 
which ſo louingly hee hath eee wow. 
and wee haue teceiued from him in {© great abun- 
_ that — — — you, 
om yout Church; an and Docquts, 
and you with them, doe —— 
and fouly therein, and in the humble, bearty; and lo 
—— — — re yrs? 
wards that bountifull 
His offices ——— 9 i 
have aid (yea almoſt inſinite , and her would neuer 
haue done that will recount them and ſtand vpon each 
of them in r but chey may all natwuithſtan- 


ding be re — 


his precious bloud,our 
ion and Janctiſcatiom, which God lech 
to his people in that new couenant, which he foretel- 
leth by lergwy, 31, and 3a. that hee was to make with 
them, — the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes, d. and 
the 10. — 2 1 will make with the 
houſe of Jſracl, aud with the houſe of luda, 4 new Cone- 
nant ; which is ibis: I will put my Low in their winder ſtave 


ding. and will write it in their hearts; (there is ſanctiſica- 


tion) and I will forgine their wnrighteouſwe(ſe, and i mil 
remember their miquities, and ſiunes no mere ; Thai 
luſtiſi cation. 

- The firſt then of theſe benefits is our jolti6cation, 
which is the meereiy free remiſſion & pardon _ 


_— 
FIT3 * 


| (25) 
God giues vs of all out offences and ſinnes : witne ſſe 
S. Paal. Ram. 4. ho following Danid, I ſalm. 3 2. doth 
place the iuſtification and happine ſſe of man in this 
remiſſion, as alſo Dauid denounceth the. happine ſſe 
and bliſſe of that man to whom God imputech righ- 
teouſneſſe without workes, &c. This pardon is got- 
ten and deſerued for vs by the merit of leſus Chriſt our 
Sauiour,in as much as he offering himſelſe tor an offe- 
ring and facrifice of good and ſweet ſauour to his Fa- 
ther onthe tree ofthe Croſſe, hee hath thereby fully 
ſatisfied his diuine juſtice for all our linnes, as S, Pal 
teacheth vs, Ram. 3.23. and 24. Being inſtified freely &c. 
and F. lahm in babe generall Epiſtle 1.7. The bloud of 
leſws Chrift cleanſeth vs from all ſawne, And in the ſecond 
. chapter, verſe 2. For he is the propitiation for aur ſinnes. 
This benefic of iuſtification is communicated by 
God, through the free imputation of the merits of 
our Sauiour, to the true belecuers apprehending and 
receiuing them a true iuely faith wor- 
king by charitie, as the Apoſtle teacheth vs to the 
Rom.3.28, Therefore wet conclude that 4 mim is inflified 
by faith without the wor bes of the Law. And in the hfe 
chapter, verſe 1. Therefore being inftified by faith, wee 
hane peace with God through our Lord leſws Chriſt. There 
is juſtification by faith. Andas for the imputation of 
the merit of Chriſt, hee ſheweth it _ _ in the 
tourth chapter, when as telling how God had impu- 
ted to Abrahams his faith for righteouſneſſe, bee ad · 


* 


deth, Ne iu that, that thiswasi to bim for rig h- 
ſe illoſion andpetſwaſion, or fantaſtical) ſpecula- 


tion in the belecuers braine(as your Docton doe flan- 
E deroufly 


(26) 
derouſly ſay) but an holy aſſurance and firme conſi · 
dence in the bounty and mercy of God, bythe which 
we beleeue that according to the truth of his inſalli- 
ble promiſes hee will be gracious and mercifull nto 
vs in leſus Chriſt his Sonne, — 6 his ſake pardo- 
ning vs all our faults. Such a beleeſe is not idle nor 
fruitleſſe in thoſe who haue it, but fruRifieth vnto all 
manner of good workes, right eouſneſſe, ineſſe, 
holineſſe, loue, &c. Not for to merit and obtaine that 
pardon, which is already wholly gotten; but for to 
ſhew towards God that-we acknowledge this ſo vn- 
eſtimable a benefir. This faith is not from our (clues, 
but is a ſpeciall gift of God, whe hath 2 vs freely 
through his Sanne not onely to belcene in him, but alſs to 
ſuffer /or his (ake, as ſaith S. Paul, Philip.1:2g. | 

Sandtification. Godhaving thus iuſtified vs freely through faith in 
his Son, heſanctiſi eth vs alſo through his ſpirit, which 
is the ſecond benefit that wee have obſerued to be 
gotten for vs in Ieſus Chriſt, and which he hath me- 

rned and obtained for vs by his death, as we haue ſaid: 

and doth beſtow it vpon vs by the vertue and efficacie 

of his Spirit of regeneration and ſanctiſication, by the 

which mortifying daily more and more the naturall 

corruption in which we all are borne, he makes vs by 

X little and little to renounce and to die to all ſinne, for 

to liue to righteouſneſſe and holineſſe all the dayes of 

our life, vntill that in the end he doe ſanctiſie vs fully, 

when as after this life hee ſhall receiue vs into that 

other,. in his heauenly glory. This is briefly that which 

concernes theſe two great benefits of our Lord, ac- 

cordingly as the Scripture and Gods holy word doe 
ſhew and teach vs. 

+ Ir 
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It is a pitifull thing to ſee after ho many ſotts and 
manners Satan hath lamentably ſpoiled, ſophiſtica- 
ted, falſiſied, peruerted, — corrupted in your 
Church, by — — Doctots, this doctrine 


901 ay me and full of comfort touching theſe 
two ts of leſus Chriſt our Saujour : firſt, by ex- How Payiſ's 


tenuating as much as they could, and can, the great · 
neſle of theſe and fauours : ſecondly, by raking 
from him and robbing him of all what they can, for to 
attribute it to the merits either of themſelues, or of 
others, and to their owne ſatisfactions and papal! In- 
dulgences. — extenuate the greatneſſe of grace 
two wayes : firſt, by — and diminiſhing the 
in 


eatneſle of our offence and ſinne; ſecondly, by de- 
bare the excellencie and perfection of Chriſts me- 
rit. They doe leſſen and diminiſh the greatneſſe of 
ſinne; firſt, in denying that originall finne deſetues 
eternall death, contrary to that which the Apoſtle 
teacheth vs to the Rom. G. 23. that the wages of ſinne is 
death; and to the threatning of the Law, which ſounds 
thus, Curſed is he, whoſoruer doth not continue and perſe- 
nere to obſerne all things written and delivered inthe booke 
of the Law. Secondly, by their diſtinion of ſinnes, 
veniall and mortall, teaching that there ate ſome pettie 
ſinnes which doe not deſerue eternall death and dam- 
nation, but rather pardon, which is directly againſt 
that very ſentence of . Paul, that the wages of ſinne is 
death; and that menace oftheLaw, Curſed & hee, &c. 
They debaſe the excellencie of Chrifts merit, when 
they teach: firſt, that be hath not ſatisfied for thoſe 
ſmnes and offences which they call veniall, but onely 
for thoſe that ate mortal, contrary to that which Saint 


E 2 zohn 
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Jolm hath in 


condly, that as for mottall be hath only chan- 
ged the eternall into a tempotall puniſument, which 
is by them afficmed and maintained, notonely-with- 
out any ground vpon the holy Scripture, but alſo is 
much tepugnant to the and mercy of God, 
who in ſo doing would but by halfes. Thirdly, 
that by the death of leſus Chriſt wee obtaine only te- 
miſſion of the guilt, and not df the puniſhment, which 
is as much, as openly to mocke with God, and to diſa- 
null alcogether the merit ofour Lord: for hat is it, I 
pray you, to remit and — — but not the 
ithment ? As i a Maſter ſhould ſay to his ſeruant a 
d to hisſubiect, a King to his vaſſall, th at had grie - 
uouſly wronged and offended him, Goc thy wayes, 
I pardon and forgive thee thy fault, but I will puniſh 
thee howſocuer when I ſee time for that that thou 
haſt done, according as thou deſerueſt. What pardon 
would that be? nay would it not rather be amocking 
of him ? It is euen ſo with God according to them. 
They doe take from leſus Cu iſt, and rob him as much 
as in them lieth, of the gloty of his merit, for coartri- 
bute it to the merits of another, when as refuſingthe 
true pardon of God by ſaith in the bloud of his ſonne, 
they wiltthemſelues deferuc of God by thepower of 
their workes this pardon, and the ftuition ol liſe euer 
laſting : wherein they doe iuſt like a wicked maleſa- 
for, who being in the hands and power of his judge 
ready to be executed, would refuls thegrace and 
don of his Prince, and would make no vſe of ir, bur 
would thinke that hee could merit, yea would ſtifly 


maintaiue, 


the bloud of Teſws —— Se- ? 


— : I IN 


” —_— ©. 


| not you) cleate themſelues, 
ö — — — firſt, in that they 


y 
they fall into a groſſe, 


thinke that they can of themſeluei doe any worthy 
ing, and ſuch as can deſerue at Gods hands that 
ich they — erg a, although not- 
withſtanding it ſtands ſo, that / aur ſelues, as of our 
ſelues, we are not able to thinks any thing, but all ow abili- 
the is and proceed; from Cad, as ſpeaketh the Apoltle in 
the ſecond to the Coria#bians, chap.3.yea euen all the 
molt iuſt actions of man, which — — — in him 
through luis grace, are ſo marred. tainted 
with out naturall corruption, that they ate all(as faith 
Byay 64.) a5 Ai rn cloth. Secondly when as (for 
atefuge) they ſay tharcbole good workes which they 
doe, ate not themſelues, but from — — 1 
God working in chem: for it is little to che purpole 
to preſume to metit ot him by ſuch workes ; it is as iſ a 


vaſſall, that had received as a free gift from his chiefe 


Lotd al the goods that hepoſſcfſetb,would challenge 
to merit of him yet more chen he hath receiued, for 
hauing giuen hum ſome apple, peare, or other fruit, 
which he had gathered vpon theſe grounds: there 
being fatre leſſe proportion betweene · all the good 
thar we doe through the grace of God, and the temiſ- 
ſiou of our ſins or life eucclaſting, which they thinke 


and pretend to merit by their workes, then there is 
E 3 betweene 


Rom.1 1.6, 


Ayia works is ſeche yet more cl y 
of luperer9g3-rent to metit pardon and — — ood 
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berweene an apple and many Ned poſſeſſions. —.— 
merit, it is — that 

tweene that which we doe or giue, — 
challenge thereby to merit: it is alſo required, that 
that whereby we doe metit, do — our ſelues, 
and be not giuen by him from whom 
to merit: fot to merit by grace, it is to merit without 
—— — 2 eb; it is to renounce all me- 
rit ; grace and merit being in ſuch fort 2 
mongſt themſelues, that they can by no meanes ſtand 
together fer ifubeby workes (ſaith the Apoſtle) then 
wit no a.m mg rr, Te eee 
workes, elſe grace is no linger grace. ſpiricuall pride 
Cons 


workes commanded by God, they thinke-and pre- 
tend to merit yer ſomewhat ouerby their workes not 
—.— — they haue forged ſor themſelues, 
aas the call it: a name that witneſ- 


fa — ve ther whereby they thinke that 
they beſtow vpo od ſotnewhat ouer and aboue 
that which — — demands at their hands, or 


then they are bound to giue him: as if God aski 

and requiring of vs that wee ſhonld loue him with 

out heart, with all our ſoule, force and ſtrength, and 
our neighbour as our ſelues, which-isthe vpſhor of 
the whole Law, we could doe any thing beyond that. 
And yet what ar theſe goodly workes of ſuper eroga- 
tion, that are of ſo great a merit? They will come 


to this, to weare a ſtocke, an habit, a cord, the ſandals 
of a Monke, a Capuchin;&c. togoebare-footed, not 
toweare a ſhire, ro vie the 


and chaſten the 
body, 


—_— - nnn - EE TY T5 woo 
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body, to vſe an haire · cloth. to weare the cord of 
g. grancu, Dominicke, & c. to be of the brotherhood of 
the Roſatrie, of the Beades, &c. and other the like 
workes, in truth not commanded nor appointed 

God, but of which allo one day iuſt] —_— 


right he will ſay, 4% hath required this at your bands ? Eh . 


In-aine doc they honour me with their wor bes, and their 
feare towards me is as humzne commamdement innevted 
by mey. And yet notwithſtanding what is it that they 
make account of, or commend in your Church, but 
theſe workes of ſupercrogation? Is it not therein that 
you put ill the marrow and iui ce ofpictic, deuotion, 
,holinefle, and ſeruice of God? And what 
doe you mate (for the moſt part) of all the workes 
commaaded and ordained by God,in reſpect of thoſe 
which men haue inuented — and chaffe, which 
no manregardeth ? 2. rob Chriſt ot che glory of 
his merit, in that that wee muſt our 
A — — e — 
nces, our Sauiour bauing ( their 
taken away the eternitie — þ —— 


rie fire of Purgatorie, which they ſet in the v — 
place, and as it were in the ſuburbs of hell, for 

after this life to ſatisſie in our one perſons the ice 
of God for our ſinnes, as if the blovd leſus Chriſt, 
which cleanſerh vs from all /Aune, were not a ſoape and 
lye (as it were) ſtrong enough for to waſh —__ all 
this fikh, and thatweneededanother{couring 
ruggedand purgatiue, of fire alto 9 hot and — 
violent (ſay they) as hell· fire it ſelfe ; ſor t 

needs know much certaine and aſſured ne wes 


Whereupon they a ainſt UT. 
have — — y 
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in particular, by therelation of ſo many ſoules as re- 
rurne from thence,asthey ſay. But to — end, I pray 
you ? Is it for to haue Maſſes ſung, ſor to haue ſeruices 
and obits ſaid for the dead for their deliuerie from this 
ſo boiling a fire ? Alas poore fooles, that ſuffer your 
ſelues to be deceived and couſened by theſe tales, fa- 
bles, and gulleries, and to be muffled by theſe weake 
rerrours and humane inuentions No, no: itisforto 
fill their purſe and belly, and to make good cheere at 
your coſt, and vnder the name and pretence of the 
poore deceaſed. But though it were true, that there 
were ſacha fire and place appointed by diuine iuſtice 
forthe ſatisfaction of ſinnes after this life, (whereof 
notwithſtanding wee haue not, not can they 
any true, ſound — — — = 
the Scripture) is there an t 
which they giue and — to deliuer you, yea 
alſo for to keepe you quite from the comming there 
in, ſuch as are anniuerſarie Maſſes and obits,teftamen- 
tatie legacies and foundations, & c? Is there, I ſay, any 
of theſe things, yea any other that might poſſibly be 
deviſed or imagined, which can counterpoiſe the 
greatneſle oftheſe torments which they faigne to be 
in this pretended and ſuppoſed Purgatotie? Truly if 
that 2 the Deuill —— of the holy 
man ob, be true, thoug en by him tos very bad 
end, Skinne for ;kinne, — — gine 
fer hu bf ; how much more ſhall it be true in this te- 

&, and hat will not men giue for to free them- 
elues from fuch a fire, and to redeeme themſelue: 
from ſuch torments, if poſſibly it could bee done? 
Truly they would give all their goods euen to their 


, very 
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"y ſhirt, yea euen to their skinne. And thus it is, 
vnder this faire cloake and pretence, that they co- 
ſen folkes, and deceiue and 3 lilly people, 
{quecſing out and drawing to ſelues all thear 
goods and ſubſtance, for to make their one hearts 
merry withall, and to make their fleſh-por to boile. 
An horrible wickedneſſe, beyond all compariſon, and 
more then deteſtable miſchieſe and impictic ! for to 
make way for their auarice and gluttonie, vnder pre- 
tence of pietie, deuotion, and compaſſion towards 
the deceaſed, No, no: if it were ſo (as Ihaue ſaid be- 
fore, which notwithſtanding is not) that this Purga- 
torie and the firethereof were true, nothing of this 
warld, nor any humane action would be able and (uf- 
ficient to bring deliverance and freedome, and to 
counteruaile the paines and torments; and we ought 
therein (as ſaith our Sauiour, but to another ſenſe 
then they vrge and alleage him for) to ſatisſie the ri- 
gour of Gods iuſtice even to the vtmoſt farthing, and 
to the ſmalleſt fault, before we ſhould come out from 
thence : which notwithſtanding would ſauour rather 
of acruell Tyrant, then of a louing, pitifull, bounti- 
full and compaſſionate God, ſach a one as ours is. But 
to their account, they doe deliuer themſelues yet 
more eaſily, and at a cheaper rate then the aforelaid, 
by meancs of the Popes Indulgences and Pardons, by 
wearing a paire of Beades, or an hallowed Medaill, 
and ſayingthree Pater-naſters, or ſome ſuch other the 
like mcerefoolerics, bables, and inuentions procce- 
ding out of the forge and ſhop of ſomeſuperſtirious 
braine, or rather couetous and defirous of gold and 


luluer, very fitin truth and conuenient for to helpe to, 
E wards 
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wards the charges and expences of the Popes Court, 
and of other Eccleſiaſticall perſons his deputies. But 
(as | haue ſaid) an impiouswickedneſle and deteſtable 
impierie, nay, an horrible and execrable blaſphemie, 
thus to diſrobe and deprive leſus Chriſt of the glory 
of his merit, and to imagine by ſuch meanes to ſatisfie 
therigour of Gods iuſtice, better then by the effectu- 
all and divine vertue of his precious bloud, ſhed for 
the ſinnes not only of the whole world, but of an hun- 
dred, yea of a thouſand, ifſo many there were. I give 
le aue to all truly Chriſtian and religious ſoules, deſi- 
rous of their one ſaluation and zeale to the honour 
and glory of their Sauiour, to thinke well of it, and to 
indge whether this be to giue him the entire glory of 
our ſaluation, and whether he be well aſſured, leaning 
and being built vpon ſuch foundations. 

The time would file me, it I diſcouer, and my heatt 
would ake and pant at the fight of al the filth and abo- 
minations that ate couered and hidden vnder this 
cloake of merits and ſatisfactions, which are taught 
and preached in your Church, farre more then tho 
grace, goodneſſe, mercy, and free pardon of God; yea 
by the which merits and ſatisfactions this grace, good: 
neſſe, mercy, and free pardon of God, and the merits 
of leſus Chriſt are not onely darkned and disfigured, 
but quite defaced and altogether abolithed, 2s much 
at leaſt as in them lieth, Let that which hath beene 
ſaid be enough, and ſuffice for this time, for ro ſhew 
and make you to ſee how the benefit of our juſtificati- 
on by Chriſt Teſus our Sauiour, is ſet as it were at 
naught by the doctrine of your men. Let vs now come 
to the benefit of ſanctification, Which hee. hath likes 

r „ wiſe 
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wiſe (as I haue already ſaid, and 


prom and by the effuſion of his pretious and diuine 
loud. This is no leſſe peruerted, eorrupted and abo- 
liſhed, then the former. For in ſtead of acknowledging 
wich the Scripture (which teacheth it vs) that ot our 
owne nature, being dead in our (ins, vnable to frame 
euen a good thought, and bring forth of our ſelues any 
good thing, by reaſon that the whole imagination of 
mans heart is fer vpon nothing but euill at all times 
euen from his youth ; God hereupon doth baptiſe vs 
not onely with water, but principally with the holy 
Ghoſt,by che which correfting and mortitying by lit- 
tle and little the corruption of our nature, infeted 
wich the ſinne which we bring with vs from the belly 
of our mothers, of vnbelecuers, impenitent, rebelli- 
ous, wilfull, and diſobedient to his commandements 
and precepts, ſuch as wee are of our ſelues and of our 
owne nature, he makes vsto beleeue his truth; takes 
from vs the hardneſſe of our hearts, makes vs flexible 
and pliable vnder the yoake of his lawes, and of his 
obedience, that ſo renouncing all vnfruicfull workes 
of ſinne and darkneſle, we — as true children of 
light in righteouſneſſe and true holineſſe: in ſtead ( 
fay) otacknowledging, teaching, and carefully "ging 
this, they doe the quite contrary, i. extenuating (as 

haue already ſaid)and diminiſhing as farre as they are 
able, this naturall corruption and originall ſinne 
which is in vs, ſaying that it is but a light infirmitie, 
ſpirituall languor, and weakneſle of nature, which 
makes vs indeed back watd and ſlow in good, but not 


ated twice or How Pax iſis 
thrice) obtained and merited for vs by his death and — about ſan· 


IICAaTION, 


dead to all good, and quicke and ready to all cuill: = 


F 2 1. attribu- 


Free- will. 
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2. attributing to the water, ſalt and ſpittle, and other 
ſuch like things of baptiſme, the mortification of that 
naturall corruption in vs, and not rather to the merit 
ol leſus Chriſt our Saumur, and to the power and effi- 
cacie of his death and paſſion: 3. in that, that ſeeming 
to acknowledge the grace of God to be neceſſary for 
the healing of this euill. yet in effect they doe quite 
diſanull this, and attribute it to themſelues, and to 
the force and power of their free · will: 1. in that they 
imagine that in man, by the force and power of his 
nature, there are ſomepreparatives and diſpoſitions 
to receiue this grace, and conſequently that there ate 
in him certaine merits of congruitieʒſo that with them 
the cauſe why God offererh and preſenteth his grace 
to one and not to another, is becauſe the one is well 
epared, (of himfelfe, you muſt vnderſtand, and not 
by the grace of God, ſeeing he prepares and diſpoſes 
himſelfe for to receiue it) and the other is not: as if 
man being ſo miſerably corrupted as hee is, could of 
himſelfe doe any thing that might deſerue grace de 
congrus, as they ſpeake, that is, might binde God by 
way of honeſtie and conueniencie, to beftow vp on 
him his grace: 2. in that they make this grace to bes 
ſuch, as _ all che vertue — 99 thereof de- 
s wholly vpon the libertie ofman,which in effect 
—— ake this grace idle and vnprofitable : for how 
can any man call that medicine ſufficient, and effectual 
for the healing of a maladie, which can doe no 

without one certaine ingredient ? Now do they make 
the grace of God like to this medicine; it can doe no- 
thing (as they ſay) nor worke in vs without the force 
and vertue of ourfree-will, which is the chiefe ngre- 
| ient, 
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dient, according to them, which giueth force and effi- 
cacie to this ſpiritual medicine. Is this to recommend 
the grace of God vnto vs, or to exalt it, and is it not ta- 
ther to exalt man and his abilitie? Is not this to rake 
from God for to giue to man? to rob the Creator for 
to couer, decke, and enrich the creature? Thus you ſee 
that thoſe of your Church (eſpecially your Doctours, 
directours and Prelates) like to children of a peruerſe, 
neglectfull, and vngratefull nature, with a preſumpti- 


on that ſhuts to their heart and puffes vp their ſpirit, 


they hate nothing ſo much, as to acknowledge, 
auouch and confeſſe their fault, paſſe condemnation 
vpon it, cry for mercy, aske pardon, and acknowledge 
that all their and eternall happineſſe conlifts in 
the e, mercy, grace, and meerely free pardon 
of God: but doe extenuate as much as they can theit 
fault and offence, doe plucke downe grace, and abo- 
liſh as much as in them lieth all pardon, that ſo the 
not ſeeme to he beholden to God they do preac 
and extoll the greatneſſe of their metits, by the which 
they pretend to make God beholden and indebted to 
them: whence it is not very hard to confider,acknow- 
ledge and iudge, whether the true humilicie, which is 
eſſentiall to Chriſtianitie, and ſo beſeeming it, yea the 
faireſt and richeſt ornament of a true beleeuer, can be 
in them, who not onely maintaine and wiltully defend 
ſuch a doctrine, but doe glory therein, and doe op- 
pugne and perſecute euen to the fire and bloud, thoſe 
which on the comrary, forſaking themſclues, and all 


that can come from their owne ſtrength and merits, 


haue no other refuge, prop, foundation and aſſurance 
for their eternall ſaluation, then in the meete bountie, 
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grace, mercy, and free pardon of God, in Ieſus Chriſt 
bis Sonne, his merit, and interceſſion. 

Hee ſhould neuer haue done, that would relate, 
ſhew,and ſet to view all the abuſes and errours touch- 
ing the points of faith neceſlary to ſaluation, Gather 
only and iudge out of that little which che ſhottneſſe 
of che time & this diſcourſe gives me leaue to ſpeake, 
whether the firſt ground and foundation of laluation 
premiſcd and ſuppoſed, to wit, a true faith and be- 
lee fe in leſus Chriſt, (ſuch as the Scripture declareth, 


and requireth of vs) is and can bee found in your 


Church, in which is taught and preached a doctriue 
ſo diametrally contrary and oppolite to it, yea againſt 
all teaſon; and whether I haue had iult cauſe and oc- 
caſion to withdraw my ſelſe from thence (and you al- 
ſo are bound to doe the like) in caſe that you and I 
deſire to worke out our ſaluation. 

But that which is worſe, and more to be lamented, 
(cuen with teures of bloud if it were poſſible) is, that 
for the moſt part amongſt thoſe of your Church, 
there is no more any faith, or la w, or God, or religion 
at all: but by a lamentable euent (permitted notwith. 
ſtanding by Gods prouidence for the juſt puniſhment 
of their deſerts) are fallen into a groſſe ignorance of 
matters of God, (I will not ſay into Atheiſme) and is 
fulfilled in them compleatly and in all points, that 
which the Apoſtle S. Paul hath ſometimes ſpoken of 
the Gentiles, Pagans, and Idolaters, in the firſt to the 
Romans, namely, that hauing knowne God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thaukfull ; but becam: waine 
in their imaginations and their fooliſp heart was darkened, 
profeſiing themſelues io be wiſe, they became foples, and 
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changed the glory of the incarruptible God into an image 
wade like to acorritptible man, & c. Ard who then would 
not withdraw himſelfe from men fo blinded, and gi- 
uen ouer toerrour, and the darkeneſſe of ignorance? 

Now if their faith be ſuch (or for to ſpeak aright & 
more properly) their vnbeliefe ſo great, what can bee 
hoped and looked for of the other, I meane of the 
manners of their life indeede it is very likely, that 
fuch as is the doQrine, ſuch will be the life and man- 
ners, namely peruerted and corrupred,&c. And this 
isit which now in order am to ſhew to you, and fer 


to your view. Letvsbegin with charity, the loue and Charityto- 
affection rowardes God and our neighbour, the true e God & 


ground of all-Chriſtianity, and the ſecond firme and 
aſſured foundation of eternall ſaluation, as wee haue 
ſaid and declared before. 

As for the firſt, the true teſtimony, the certaineand 
vndoubred proote chereol among(t many that might 
be given and alleaged is, an heartie and louing zeale 
and affection to his honour, worſhip;aad ſeruice, and 
to the true obſeruing of his lawes and ordinances, 
and the entire and perfect fulfilling of his holy will, 
as farre as our weakenes and frailtie can ſuffer vs, and 
the eſtate and condition of our corrupt and infefted 
nature can permit and beate it. / you laue mee, (faith 
our Sauiour, ſpeaking of this loue to his Apoſtles, and 
Diſciples, and to vs in their perſons, and in the 14. ol 
S. Iehn) keepe my commandements. He that hath my com- 
mandements and keepes them, hee it is that loues mee. And 
thisheerepeats many and diuers times, and amongſt 
others , that well beloved and fauoured Diſciple, in 


the ſecond Chapter of his firſt Catholike Epiſtle, con- 
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firmesit, He that keepes his word, the lone of God (ſaith 
he) « truely accompliſhed * in him. As on the 
contrary, the true and infallible ſigne of the want 
& the defect of the loue of God is, not to care for to 
keepe and obſerue his lawes and precepts, as (beſides 
reaſon itſelfe which is cleere and plainefor it) our Sa- 
uiour in theſame place before alleaged, of the Euan- 
geliſt Saint bn doth ſay, Hee that laueth mee not, ſaith 
he, doth not keepe my words : and the ſame Saint Joby, 
in the fore · cited places: He that ſaith, I have knowne hin, 
and yet doth not keep his precepts and commandements, he 
is 4 liar, and the truth is not in him. 

As for Gods honour, worſhip and ſeruice, it is dou- 
ble, and of two ſorts, externall, outward, and of 
the body, ſuch as be preſcriheth vnto vs in his word 
namely that Liturgy, or outward and publike ſeruice 
wherewith hee will be honoured, (euen publikely in 
his Church) conſiſting of the duties of piety, and the 
externall actions of religion, which doe ſhew and 
teſtiſie ſome humilitie, dejection, lubmiſſion, affecti- 
on and acknowledgement of the minde towards his 


diuine maieſty. Internal, inward, in the ſoule and in- 


moſt part of the minde, by a true acknowledging 
of his immenſe and infinite excellence , perfection 
and greatneſſe, and of the ſundry and innumerable 
obligations wee owe him, with an humble ſubmiſk- 


on, a moſt deiected humilitie, and low deiection be- 


fore his ſupreame maieſty, honouring, adoting, ſea- 
ring, reſpecting, cheriſhing, and louing him with all 
the ſtrength and power of our ſoules, the faculties of 
our mindes, and the affections of our hearts, as our 


onely blifle and chiefe maſter and Lord, fromwhom m 


we 


„ K 


(41) 
wehold by meere dependance, and free, bountifull 
and libetall communication all, What wee are, 
what wee haue, and what wee can at any time chal · 
lenge, looke, and hope for, both in this life, and in the 
other, referring in the meane time, and giuing ouer 
our ſelues, and all what belongs to vs, or concernes vs, 
our lines, perſons, goods, health, honours, affaires, 
and other the like wholly to his divine providence, to 
the end that he may do with them as he ſhall thinke 
ficting, and according to bis pleaſure and ſacred will, 
as belonging wholly ro him, with a true confidence 
certain & firme hope, and an vndoubted aſſurance of 
his diuine g infinite mercy, and promiſes of 
lalu ation, and this is the chicte henour, worſhip, and 
ſervice , that God wiſhes, deſites, and demaunds 
of vs, as ſhewerh vety wel the Sonne of Godhimſelfe 
leſus Chriſt, our Sauiout anſwering to the queſtion of 


the Samaritan woman; The tree wor/bippers, faith he, John 4. 


Hall wer ſhip the Father in ſpiris and ir#th , and ſuch are 
thoſe he defires, demands, and ſeckes after: And hee 
jueth the reaſonthereof, Becanſe God is 4 ſpirit, ther- 
ote his worſhip ought to be ſpirituall, imternall, and 
in the truth of the heart, anſwerable to his nature; by 
ſo much more noble, excellent, perſect, and com- 
pleate, then the externall and corporal, by how much 
the ſoule ſutpaſſeth and exceedeth the body, in excel- 
lent perfection and nobleneſle : free, vnuiolable, in 
the libertic and power of euety one, and ſuch as can- 
not be hindered (as the emetnall and corporall) by a- 
ny inde auour or change. whatſoeuer. For hee that js 
lame of his whole body, hee that lies in his bed g ie- 
uoully and mortally * chat is clogged with i- 
tons 
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rons both on hands and feet, and kept priſoner in the 
dottome of an obſcure and darke dungeon, hindered 
from making; or ſhewing-any ſigue of ourward ſer- 
viceand corporall reuerence, may haue his heart and 
foule lifted vp and deuoted vnto God : and may ſerue 
honour and worſhip him ſpiritually; as did Janas in the 
belly of the Whale, and in the de epe of the waters, 
and bottome of the ſea: Manaſes in his priſon, the diſ- 
eaſed with the palſye, in his bed and couch, and the 
ood theefe hauing all the members and parts of his 
y faſt bound and tied. This being as the cauſe aud 

the mother which-bringerh foorth, and ingendeteth 
the outward and bodily, which is as it were the ſcum, 
which ariſes and proceeds from the boyling of the 
fire ofthe inward and ſpirituall deuotion: to be ſhort, 
this of it ſelfe alone is good and perfect, retaining 
and c with it, his worth and value, yea and in 


neceſſitie ſuſicient. But the outward and corporall 


is fo farte from being alone good and ſufficient, that it 
is rather a deluſion and Maſcarado ; it is that hypo- 
eriſie ſo much cryed out vpon, blamed, and condem- 
ned by the Sonne of God, our Sauiour, in thoſe, who 
with their ſtrange behauiour, and countenance, and 
with ſome geſtures, actions, and ceremonies, doe 
thinke ehey can flatter God, and diſcharge their dutie 
towards him, doing it onely with the tip and end of 
the tongue, with their mouth and edge of their lips, 
without any heart, deuotion, affoction, or ſpirit : This 
people, ſaich be, bonoareth me with their lippes, but their 
heart and ſpirit is furre from mec. This is iuſt ſo as the 
ewes did, whoat the paſſion of our Sauiour did kneele 
before him, ſaluted him, King and Prophet; but in 
deri- 
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derifion and mockery : Now who knowes not how How Papilis 


far che moſt part thoſe of your Churchareremooued 
(but what do I ſay i) almoſt quite deprived, and diſro- 
bed of chat heartie and louing zeale and affection to 
the obſeruing of Gods lawes and commandements, 
to the fulſilling of his ſacred will, and to the true wor- 
ſhippe and ſetuice which hee deſires, demaunds, and 
ſeekes at out hands ? daily experience makes vs ſee it 
with out eye, and touch it with the finger, and in- 
deede we ſhould bee quite void both of eyes and vn- 
detſtanding, if wee did neither ſee nor perceiue it: it 
is the leaſt, of their thoughts, and the leaſt of their 
cares, whezeaf they make no eſteeme, no reckoningy 
preferringthe edits, commandements, and ordinat- 
ces of a mortall, fraile, and periſhable man, ro thoſe 
of that fupreame and divine maieſtie, of that glori- 
ous, eternall, and almighty monarch: yea eſteeming 
leſſe of theſe, then of their one irregular paſsiotis 
and affections, corrupted appetites; filthy concupi- 
ſcences, and inſatiable deſires, and for the moſt 

ſtanding vpon , and. contenting themſelues with the 
onely meere extemall, and corporall honor, worſhip, 
and ſeruice, with ſtrange behauiour and cere. 
monies,making ing of cierges, being pre- 
ſent at Maſſes, offices,and ſervices ; rightly aividing 
their beads, running ouet their houres, ſaying the ſe- 
uen Pſalmes & the prayers for the deceaſedvttering 
many words and vocall prayers, babbling and mutte- 
ring them all the day long in anvnknowne language, 
— words not vnderſtood, without deuotion, with- 
out attention, without affection of che heart, the wil, 


or the minde, ſpeedily, poſtingly, with haſt, and my 
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for faſhionſake; neuer, or very ſeldome, lifting vp 
their mindes to the conſideration of the excellent 
greatnefſe , and divine perfection of that ſupreame 
maieſty, orvf theit owne vileneſſe, baſeneſſe, worth- 
leſneſſe, and nullity, in compariſon to him; and to 
che innumerable obligations they owe him, for to 
bring foorth the ations of deepe humility and lowe 
ſubiection, of true and hearty and inward acknow. 
ledgement, of the feruent and ardent loue , of the 
honour, reſpect, and high reverence they beare to the 
God of bountie, and King nf infinite glory, greatnes, 
and maieſty, with an intire forſaking of our ſclues, 
and totally and perfectly ſubmitting vs to his diuine 
prouidence, diſ ſition and will, which notwithiſtan- 
ding is the true — and ſeruice (as I haue 
— y ſayd) that he wills, — andſeekes at 
our — chat alone is pleaſing and acceptable 
vnto him him; and not onely haue not any true confi- 
dence, certaine and firme hope, and in fallible aſſu- 
rance in his diuine goodneſſe, and infinite mercies, 
and promiſes of ſaluation, or apy refuge to him in 
their neceſſities: but euen rather be blame, repre- 
r —— on the contrauy ſuch as dos ſo, 
(at the leaſt your a blafphem 
no leſſe horrible and — indy 6f al 
manner of — ꝛc chis Holy, — — 
firme conſi and aſſurance in the bounty and 
mercy of God, the name and title of diuilliſn pride 
and preſumption. And they goe themſelues miſtruſt- 
fully, and lend. ſend,likewile. —— in the troubleſome 
chances that happen and come vponthem, to others 
beſides him, for to be guarded, freed, and deliuered 
there 


(45) 
there-from, ex — — the Scripture and the 
aine words ofa our Sauiour, by which hee inuiteth vs 

o louingly to betake our ſelues vnto him, when wee 
ſhall feele our ſelues wearied and heauy laden wih 
affliction and angvith , with a certaine and aſſured 
promiſe to eaſe vs3 imagining the whileſt, andthink- 
ingthat by the meanes ofthis meerely externall wor- 
ſhip, they are not onely quitted and diſcharged, and 
that they haue well and fully ſatisfied their dutie to- 
wards God, but alſo, that for it he is beholden to them, 
and rem aines in their debt. No, no : this is not that 
which he requires, demands, and ſeekes of them, but 
rather their ſpirits and the affections of their hearts. 


God i 4ſpirit (ſaith our Sauiout) and hee that will ſerue, oha 


honour, and worſhip him, he muſt doe it in ſpirit and truth 
of heart: and ſuch are thoſe whom he ſeckes, demands, 
and lookes after. He is ſo farre from being pleaſed and 
delighted with this outward and meecrely corporall 
honour, ſeruice and worſhip, that on che contrary he 
deteſts and hates it, and — and extremely ab- 

horres it, as we haue ſaid. But how indeed can he like 
it, being without heart, affection, deuotion, or atten» 
tion of the minde, which is that which he loues, che · 
riſhes, commends, and eſteemes moſt inall of vs? And 
beſides, it being for the moſt part nothing but a 
mee re humane inuention, not onely without his ex» 
preſſe word and commandement, (Who notwithſtan- 
ding ought not to bee feruet at the pleaſure and diſ- 
cretion of men, but according to his will reucaled 
and manifeſted in his ſaid word) but alſo * and 
formally contrary to it, as is the Maſſe, and that 
which depends thereof, the invocation of Saints, 
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ptaier in a language not common nor vnd etſtood, and 
other the like. Aud now let them freely goe boaſting 
that abay haue the loue of God: No, no ({aith out Sa- 
uiour) be that keepes mot my words, bee loues me nof: Hee 
that bares not the precepts and commandements of God 
(laith S. lohn he ij 4 lier, and the truth is not in him. And 
then liow can they loue him, when they giue him not 
the honour, the worſhip, and true ſervice which they 
owe him, and which hee wils, requires, and demands 
of them, but doe almoſt wholly alter, corrupt and de- 
ſtroyit, and in ſtead of the truth, offer and preſent vn- 
to him only a mcere dead body and apparition? 

Now hethat hath not in him, and is deuoid of the 
loue of God, how ſhall he loue and make much ot his 
nei ur? No, no, (faith S. Jahn) if a man ſay laue 
God, and hateth bis brother, he is a lier: why lo ? For (as 
he addeth) bee that loweth not bis brother whom hee hath 


Jeene, how can he loue Gad whom he hath not ſcene ? It is 


impoſſible: and bee thus concludes ; Thi commanae- 
ment baue we from hin, that hee who loueth God, lowe his 
brother alſo. Theloue of our neighbour (ſaith the Mo- 
raliſt what. vs is produced and brought foorth by 
the loue of God, and the lone of God isnouriſhed and 
maintained by the loucofourneighbour : and truly 
he that is negligent and careleſſe in louing his neigh» 
bour and Chriſtian brother, knowes not how hee 
ought to loue God, nay loues him not at all. I neede 
not ſtrive and ſtand much vpon the proofe and teſli- 
monie of this truth in the mofipare of them of your 
Church : it is knowne and appeareth well enough of 
it ſelfe, without labouring to bring it to lightʒ che Sun 
and the light being not more viſible then this is _ 
an 
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and manifeſt, that there is no more any love, charitie, 
affe ction, good-will, vnion, and concord amongſt 
them: there is nothing but diuiſions, diſſenſions, par- 
tialitie, enuie, iealouſie, murmurs, detractions, ſlan- 
ders, riots, diſputes, bloudy hatred, and mortall ran- 
cour of the one againſt the other ; no agreement, no 
accord, no proportion, no teſpect and relation of pie- 
tie or compaſſion rowards the afflicted, no charitable 
aſſiſtance in the behalfe of the poore and needie, in no 
wiſe at all. And it ſo be that ſome of them (as there are 
alwayes ſome particular honeſt and charitable men, 
and we mult ingenuouſly confeſſe it, and giuethem 
this commendation and teſtimonie for the truth) that 
giue and impart ſome of their goods and reuenewes, 
it will be to no good purpoſe, rather for to found and 
cauſe to be ſaid ſome Maſles, ſeruices and offices, and 
fing leerowayes (that I may ſo ſay) and celebrated in 
poaſt-haſte and for a faſhion, without any pietie, do- 
uotion, affection, and attention ofthe heart and minde 
whatſoeuer, but with a thouſand irreuerent inſolen- 
cies, diſtractions, and wanderings of the minde, with 
bad thoughts, being rather horrible and deteſtable 
blaſphemies, then praiers and orizons acceptable to 
God;for to build Chappels, Monaſteries, and Couents 
to feede and make fat the lazie bellies of Menkes, Re- 
ligious and other voluntarie poore men, idle droanes, 
and vnfit to doe any good, but to dine, make good 
cheere, and fleepe for their eaſe; then to maintaine 
and releeue the truly poore, needie, and ſhamefaſte 
members of leſus Chriſt, who die of hunger, either at 
their gates, ot within their houſes, without hauing any 
care, pittie, or compaſſion of them ; they thinking, be- 


ing 
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ingperſwaded, and making themſelues beleeue, that 
they are diſcharged, and haue well done in regard of 
their dutie and obligation towards God, when they 
haue filled the wallets and bottles, and with good and 
daintie meſſes couered and furniſhed the tables of 
the Capecins, Recollechi, and other the like begging Fri- 
ers, the true theeues of almes, and deuourers ot the 
ſubſtance due to the truly poore and needie, whereof 
they ſhall giue (both the one and the other) a molt 
ſtrict account to God, and ſhall be moſt ſeuerely and 
grieuouſly puniſhed. And if that ſometimes (which 
notwithſtanding happens but ſeldome) they doe any 
good, and beſtow their charitable aſſiſtance vpon the 
truly poore and needy, vpon the diſe aſtd. vpon priſo- 
ners, and ſuch like, yet it is alwayes ioyned with this 
leauen, that marres, makes ſowre, and corrupts the 
whole lumpe, namely with an opinion and beſeefe of 
meriting, and of making God by the meanes of theſe 
things indebted to them: whereas wee ought fimply 
to exerciſethe workes of charitie, pietie and mercy, 
out ofa pure and ſimple affection and compaſſion to- 
wards out neighbour, and for to teſtifie out loue and 
—— towards God for the infinite fauours and 
enefirs that wee haue received and doe daily receiue 
from him. | 
Now all what is before ſaid being thus, wherein l 
pray you can they teſtifie their loue towards God, 
their zeale and Maion to the obſeruing of his lawes, 
commandements and precepts, ſeeing that that being 
the firſt, chieſe, and as it were fundamental in reſpect 
of all the teſt, yet they doe not obſetue it > But what 
doe I ſayꝭ nay they thinke not once ofit, nor at all _ 
Al | or 
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for it. By what can we know that they are the Diſci- 


ples of our Sauiour ? ſeeing that (as himſelfe witnel- 10h.1 ;.3 5. 


ſerh) this is the firſt marke and chicte token whereby 
to know them, yea to put a diſtinction berweene the 

ood and the bad, the ele& and reprobate, the chil- 
— of God and ofthe Deuill, as ſaith great S. Auſtin - 
and F. lahm confirmes it in the third chapter of his firſt 
Epiſtle 5 Hereby are manifefted the children of God, and 
— of the Dewill : wheſocuer doth not righteouſ- 
weſſe, and loueth not his neighbour andChriſtian brother, 
& not of God, and conſequently of the Deuill. Iudge 
then what they are, and you allo cenſ{cquently, and 
whether I haue had iuſt cauſe to withdraw my kelfe 
from you, for to vnite and ioyne my ſelfe with the 
children of God, with the children of light, with the 
elect and ptedeſtinated. 

But theſe two chiefe and fundamentall grounds of 
religion and ſaluation being caſt on ground, what 
will become of the reſt of the edifice and building? 
Imeane of thoſe heauenly and diuine virtues that are 
needfull and requiſite to the perfection of a good 
Chriſtian. It muſt needs be that they allo fall downe, 
and that in their ſtead doe ſueceede and bee erected a 
body ofall vices and ſinnes, whereunto we ſee that the 
greater part amongſt you doe apply and giue them- 
ſelues ouer. The remainder of that which S. Paul had 
ſaid of the Gentiles in the place before alleaged of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, being truly fulfilled in them: 


For this cauſe God gaue them vp to vile affettions, for verlas. 


tuen, &c. 

But wee need not wonder at it, ſeeing that thoſe of 
whom you ought to receiue the precepts and do- 
. H arines 
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Qrines ofſaluation, and who oughtto be vnto you as 
lights and lampes for to guide and leade youthorow 
the obſcure darkneſſe of this mortall lite, into the way 
of virtue and heauenly telicitie, I meane the Paſtours 
and Prelates amongſt you, men that are dedicated, de- 
uoted, and conſecrated to Gods worſhip, are they 
that are your ſtumbling blockes,and ſtones ot offence, 
andthruſt and carry you by their bad examplcs, per- 
uerſe and corrupt actions, diſordered and irregular 
life, to the like enormities. It is a thing too well 
kaowne, auouched and confeſſed, ſo that wee neede 
not ſtay nor ſtand any longer vpon the proofe thereof, 
As alſo it would be but a wronging of chalt cares, of- 
fending heauen, and infecting the aire by thoſe abo- 
minable ſtenches, filths, villanies, and pollutions 
more then infectious, deſerving rather to be couered 
and buried vnder the tombe of eternall obliuion, then 
to bee vented foorth and brought to light for to ſee 
the day. 

But yet I doubt that you will bring me (for an ex- 
cuſe and honeſt cloake of theſe horrible and deteſta- 
ble impieties, and for an argument of my pretended 
and obiected wickedneſſe and leuitie of minde) the 
religious pietie, deuotion of minde, perfection of 
manners, complement of virtues, and holineſſe of lite, 
of thoſe of the company and condition from which 1 
am departed, and haue withdrawne and ſcqueſtred 
my ſelte;and although that what is ſaid of thoſe before 
be true, yet theſe being ſuch (as all the world belce- 
ueth, and the outward appearance teſtifieth and 
beares record of as much) I had no lawfullprerence 
and occaſion to doe hat I haue done, ſeeing I might 

with 
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with facilitie and eaſe (though elſewhere hardly) 
worke out my ſaluation in that eſtate and condition, 
which is ſo perfect and compleat, and fo farre diſt ant 
and remoued. from the enotmities and irregularities 
ofall the reſt of yout Church. 

This is that whereunto now I ſhould neede to an- 
fwerin witneſſe of the truth, in defence of my owne 
innocence,and for the {imple peoples ſake, who ſuffer 
themſelues to be deceiued by thele faire ſnewes, out- 
ward appearances, tained and diſſembled perfections 
and holines, to the end that I might enlighten them, 
bring them out of errour, and małe them to ſee the 
truth in his owne and natural brightneſſe. But becauſe 
the ſhortneſle of this (mall declaration cannot ſuffer Againſt che or- 
me to ſtand vpon it ſafficiently,andſolong as it would 453 of Pers, 
be expedient and needfull, I reterre that part to ano- — 
ther Treatiſe and particular diſcourſe, which I will ſer 
out ſhortly (if God permit)wherin I will cauſe plainly 
to bee ſcene by the eye, and to bee touched with the 
finger of all the world, that which is the truth of it. In A 
the meane time l ſay in groſſe and generall rearmes, 1 
that theſe are things diſguiſed, and full of myſteries, = 
being not the ſame within which they are without, 
like to Sacraments and Parables. The world fees only 
the cruſt, the backe and theskinne, and loo es no fur- 
ther into it; whereupon it is and continues ſtill couſe- 
ned and deceiued. That ſad and demure countenance, 
that pale face; that lumpiſh viſage, that tagged beha- 
viour, that hollow and low looke, thoſe frowning 
browes, are bur as a faite out- ſide, a counterfeited 
ſtone, and a good face ſet vpon a bad pranke; as a Tra- 
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the begger , the wiſe man the foole, the proud the 
humble, the rich the poore ; but within and in truth 
it goes quite otherwiſe. Vnderthat courſe cloth, that 
browne and gray habit, that rugged and contempti- 
ble garment, how much pride, vanitie, ambition, co- 
uetouſneſſe,defire and affection to honour and glory, 
how much preſumption, good thoughts and opinions 
of theraſclues, contempt and raſh iudging of others, 
how much enuie, iealouſie, hatred and rancour, and 
ſuch like, are there coueted and hidden ? It cannot be 
conceiued and vnfolded, nay it is incredible, and be- 
yond all imagination to thoſe who haue not the triall 
and _ thereof. They are very like to the tents of 
Arabia, and the pauilions of Salomon, all blacke with- 
out, couered with the furres and dirtie skinnes of dead 
beaſts, vgly to behold, for raine, duſt and filth : but 
within all ouer gilded, flouriſhed, ſhining with preci- 
ous ſtones, full of aromaticall odours ; I meane, filled 
with pride, vanitie, preſumption, arrogancie, and 
ſuch like. But yet more fitly and more to our purpoſe 
may they be compared to the Gods of the Egyptians: 
without were they ingrauen with imboſſements,with 
inlaying, guilded, carued, enammelled , and inlaide 
with diuers colours, there could nothing be foundſo 
faire, pleaſing and acceptable; all the world did wor- 
ſhip them, did reuerence vnto them, kneeled before 
them, did offer and ſacrifice to them all the faireſt, 
richeſt, and moſt precious things they had: but with- 
in were nothing but hay, chat, and filth, a neaſt for 
toads, adders, and ſerpents. Euen ſoit is with theſe 
men without, and to the outward appearance they 
ſeeme tobe milde, courteous, affable, peaceable, mo- 

deſt 
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deſt, treatable, bountifull, humble; euen mildeneſſe 
and goodneſſe it ſelfe, &c. Clothed with coarſe and 
baſe cloth, with a contemptible habit, without ſhirts, 
without hoſen, or ſhooes, with a mortified looke, and. 
an orderly pace, &c. and there is nothing ſo goodlie 
and perfect inſhow, they ſeeme to be young Saints, I 
I will not ſay little gods: All the world reſpects, ho- 
nours, and worſhips them (if I may ſo ſpeake) does 
reuerence vnto them, bends the knee before them, 
yea offereth and ſacrificeth vnto them the faireſt, fat- 
teſt, and beſt of all their goods and ſubſtance; but as 
for the inward, and that which is within, O ! what a 
ſtore of dirt, filth, and villanie is therein! There is no- 
thing (as I haue ſaid) but pride, vanitie, ambition, 
proud pre ion, arrogance, enuy, iealouſie, and a 
thouſand other ſuch like wickedneſſes and miſchiefes, 
al er incomparable, vnconceiuable, yea ( as 1 
haue ſaide) incredible and beyond all thought, to 
thoſe that haue not the triall and praQtiſe hereof. I de- 
fire no other witneſſes thereof, then their owne con- 
ſciences, they know how it Rands with them, and wil 
acknowledge, Jam ſure, and ingenuoully confeſſe (at 
leaſt in their ſoules) that what I ſay is true: But what? 
Idoe not ſay che tenth part of it, ao not the hundreth 
of what might be ſaid: and the wiſeſt, the moſt conſci- 
onable, and honeſt men amongſt them (for there are 
yet fome ſuch amongſt them, and we mult giue them 
this commendation, and confeſſion to the truth) doe 
not conceale this; but doe (ay with a loud and cleere 
voyce, and affirme amongſi them, that if men did 
know and take them to be ſuch as they are, in ſtead of 


white loaues and wine, here with they fill their wal- 
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lets and bottles, they would fling ſtones and flints at 
their heads, and throw them head-long into the 
water. 

We will ſpeake and diſcourſe hereof, God willing, 
another time more particularly and at large, to the 
end (as Ihaue ſaid) that I might enlighten thoſe ſim- 
ple folkes, that ſuffer themſelues to be deceiued vnder 
theſe ffirer ſnewes and appearances, and fained and 
diſſembled perfection and ſocietie, and to make them 
to ſee the truth in his naturall brightneſſe. 

Now all what 1 beene ſaid, being as it is, 
and that no man as I thinłe, of iudgement and reaſon, 
and that will neuer ſottle open his eyes to the light, 
can be ignorant heereef, or call it in queſtion, ot ho- 
neſtly deny it: Iudge, (and that I pray you, without 
trouble and paſſion, but with a quiet and ſettled 
minde , and in the ſerenitie of your conſcience; ) 
Iudge, I ſay, whether I haue had any iuſt matter and 
occaſion, to doe what I haue done, deſiring to worke 
out my ſaluation. And whether ic bee without cauſe 
chat] — ſeparated and withdrawne my ſelfe from 
you and your company; for to vnite and ioyne my 
ſelfe to the ſocietie of the faithfull and true Diſciples 
of our Sauiour, and to the true Church, without the 
which there is no hope ofſaluation. And I am certaine 
and aſſured (as I haue told you in the beginning) that 
you ſhall inde me as farre remoued from haſtineſſe, 
precipitation, inconſtancie, and inconſiderateneſſe of 
minde, and other the like things, which inconſide- 
rately and in ſomewhat too hot a moode you haue 
obiected to me, as I come neereto the truth. 

Now my it pleaſe Gods ſupreme Maieſtie to en- 
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lighten your mindes with the milde and piercing 
beame of his diuine light, for to diſpoſe you ſo, that 
you may know it, and with mee participate of the 
grace, fauour, and —— benediction, wherewith 
it hath pleaſed his goodneſſe and pure mercy, without 
any merit of mine, to preuent me, ſatiate, and fill mee 
ſo ſweetly: this I deſire of him with all mine heart, and 
as farte as the deſires and affections of my ſoule can 
attaine vnto; as alſo, that he will trengthen,confirme, 
and encourage daily more and more my ſpirit, that 
I may againſtall che endeuours and aſſaults 
of men, ot che deuill and hell, continue, 
perſeuere, and die holily in 
this happy vocation. 
So bee it. 


* 
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Soli Deo Gloria. 
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